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Highest increase of hydrogen refuelling stations in Germany
worldwide in 2018 again
Munich. In Germany, 17 new public refuelling stations started operation in 2018, further
consolidating Germany as the country with the second largest public hydrogen refuelling
infrastructure globally with 60 public stations, ahead of the USA (42 stations) and only surpassed
by Japan (96 public stations). A total of 48 hydrogen refuelling stations were opened worldwide in
the past year. This is the result of the eleventh annual assessment by H2stations.org, a website of
Ludwig-Bölkow-Systemtechnik (LBST) and TÜV SÜD.
By end of 2018, there were 60 publicly accessible hydrogen
refuelling stations in Germany, which can be accessed and
used like conventional fuelling stations. Planning has already
started for another 38 dedicated locations of which 34 will be
built by the H2Mobility Germany industry initiative. In the past
year, Germany has confirmed its place as the country with the
second largest hydrogen refuelling infrastructure globally, only
surpassed by
Japan. Four new
sites in the
Eastern part of
Germany have
increased the comprehensive national coverage and the
refuelling station density along the increasingly seamless
hydrogen corridors from East to West and North to South in
Europe.
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International extension remains on a steady level in Japan with
nine and in California with six hydrogen stations. Also in the
Northeast of the USA four stations have been completed and
expect commissioning. New international plans towards a
concrete near term deployment of additional refuelling stations
are particularly noteworthy in the Netherlands (17 planned
stations), France (12), Canada (7), South Korea (27), and
China (18) with the quoted numbers corresponding only to
stations which have at least a designated city. In case of China,
current preliminary planning by individual provinces leads to significantly higher numbers. Other than
South Korea and Japan, where most stations are built for passenger cars, the initial hydrogen
infrastructure in China first targets busses and small delivery trucks.
The past year saw increasing activities particularly in the use of hydrogen as fuel for trucks. In addition to
Nikola Motor and Hyundai, Toyota is also working on the development of fuel cell-powered trucks and
their refuelling infrastructure in the USA. A dedicated service station has already been commissioned in
Southern California. In Europe, a fuel cell truck has been operat ing in Switzerland since 2016.
The importance of hydrogen for the energy transition is visible in an increasing number of projects: In
Northern Germany, three hydrogen refuelling stations are to be supplied by hydrogen generated in
nearby wind farms by electrolysis. In Iceland, hydrogen for the new refuelling stations is generated from
electricity produced in a geothermal power plant. On the Scottish Orkney Islands, hydrogen is generated
by tidal and wind power plants and used, inter alia, for ten fuel vehicles.
According to Ludwig-Bölkow-Systemtechnik,
152 hydrogen stations are currently in operation in
Europe, 136 in Asia, 78 in North America. Of the
369 hydrogen stations worldwide, 273 are publicly
accessible and can be used like any conventional
retail stations. The others are run for closed user
groups supplying e.g. buses or fleet customers.
Interactive maps and individual analyses
The H2stations.org (www.H2stations.org) website uses interactive maps to globally list all hydrogen
refuelling stations in operation, planned, or already shut down including a summary on recent changes.
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With its information on already closed stations, H2stations.org is unique in also providing a view on the
development history of the hydrogen infrastructure.
The website draws on an extensive database which is continuously updated with new stations as well as
with additional information on already existing sites. All in all, it currently contains detailed information on
nearly 1000 refuelling stations. “We continue to provide basic information free of charge for noncommercial use”, says LBST Managing Director Uwe Albrecht. “Professional users are able to license the
data including further detailed information, regular reports on new developments, and individual analyses.”
Information and services for hydrogen and fuel cells
TÜV SÜD and LBST operate a joint hydrogen and fuel-cell portal offering extensive information and
services for professional users and interested members of the public. The portal comprises the websites
www.H2stations.org and www.H2mobility.org, the latter offering an overview of all hydrogen vehicles
going back as far as 1807, extensive specialist information, and a guide through standards and
regulations.
Ludwig-Bölkow-Systemtechnik GmbH (LBST) is an international expert consultant for sustainable energy
and mobility. With its expertise bridging technologies, markets, and policy the company supports
international clients from industry, finance, politics, and non-governmental organisations in strategy,
feasibility, and market assessments, several international blue-chip companies trusting in its reliable
judgment. The cutting edge competence of LBST is based on over three decades of continuous
experience, and on its interdisciplinary team of leading experts.
This press release and all static maps of hydrogen refuelling stations (World, Europe, Germany,
North America, Asia) can be downloaded from https://www.tuvsud.com/en/press-and-media. Further
information about Ludwig-Bölkow-Systemtechnik and TÜV SÜD can be found on the Internet at
www.lbst.de/index_e or www.tuvsud.com, respectively.
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Founded in 1866 as a steam boiler inspection association, the TÜV SÜD Group has evolved into a global enterprise. More
than 24,000 employees work at over 1.000 locations in about 50 countries to continually improve technology, systems and
expertise. They contribute significantly to making technical innovations such as Industry 4.0, autonomous driving and
renewable energy safe and reliable. www.tuv-sud.com
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